
An Archive  

More Important Than Life 

 

The project of an exhibition dedicated to the Ringelblum Archive and the Oneg Shabbat group 
 



Marian Turski  
Vice-President of the Presidium of the International 
Auschwitz Committee, Chairman of the POLIN Museum 
Council, Vice-Chairman of the Association of the Jewish 
Historical Institute of Poland 

I would like to invite you to an exceptional place ï an archive unlike 

any other in Jewish history ï the Ringelblum Archive. This archive, 

collected in the Warsaw Ghetto underground, was miraculously 

buried before the destruction of the ghetto, and was, remarkably, 

excavated from the ruins after the war. It contains documents, 

reports, and memoirs of particular importance, as well as works of 

art from the ghetto. The value of this archive is validated by its 

designation as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 

 

As an Association of the Jewish Historical Institute of Poland we 

believe, that this great legacy of the Jewish people is the property of 

all the Jews in the world. Wherever in the world they are, Jews 

should be able to benefit from the achievements of the archive and its 

collected materials. 

 

That is why we decided to support the Jewish Historical Institute and 

help them realize a permanent exhibition that would present the 

Ringelblum Archive under the name ñAn Archive More Important 

Than Lifeò as well as share it with the use of modern technologies.  

 



Professor Paweğ śpiewak 
Director of Jewish Historical Institute 
 

The Great History of the People and the Place 

 

The Jewish Historical Institute was established to protect and 

pass on  the heritage of Polish Jews to future generations.  

 
The building should house a permanent exhibition related to 
the place and people who worked here during the war. The 
work of the Ringelblum group is a part of the memory of the 
world. This archive is absolutely unique, because no other 
nation in occupied Europe created such a testimony of their 
fate. 

 



The Great Synagogue 

Tğomackie Street, Warsaw 

The History of the 
Place 



It was once believed that the Messiah would arrive 
in the nearby Nowolipki district, which held the 
greatest cluster of European Jews. 

Before the war, the building of the JHI housed the 

Main Judaic Library and the Institute for Judaic 

Studies. The Library contained over 300,000 books 

belonging to the Great Synagogue.  

 The building of the Main Judaic Library opened in 1936. 
 


